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I CORINTHIANS I1I:2-16 - THE HEAD COVERING

¢ ER B W
111 - This verse, as the context indicates, belongs to Chapter 10.
11:2 - A general comuendaftion for observing the traditions.

Paul now commences to set out his answer to a very contentious problen
(ve.16) =~ "Ought Spirit-gifted sisters to be veiled in the assembly of
believers when exercising their gifts?" The answer is "yes" and Paul
gets out his reasons as follows:

1l 145 - Divine hierarchy: God - Christ - man - woman.

Since man and woman have different positions in this hierarchy - the
head covering (veil) is:

(a) T BEIE forbidden for man
(b) Filieh comnanded for woman
11:6 - Recalcitrant sisters are given an alternative:

either be veiled or shorn (sheared).

Additional reasons for women veiling their heads are given:

2. 11:7 - By divine design - glory of man ig different from glory of
woman.

3 11:8 - Creative origin ~ woman made from man.

4 1189 - Purpose in creation - woman nade for man.

5. 11:10 - Because of the angels.

11:11-12 - This is a parenthetical section - woman's importance not
to be deprecated despite her subordination.

6% 11215
11:14-15
11:16

An appeal to seemliness.

A parallel with "nature's" teaching.

Contention on the issue should cease since the verdict
is not unilateral, but coumon to the apostles ("we") and
other ecclesias.



I _CORINTHIANS II

THE HEAD COVERING (VEIL) — 11:2-16

1132 Now I praise you, brethren, that ve remember me in all things
Paul commends the Corinthian believers for their regard for his

authority in requesting his instruction in resolving ecclesial
_problems even in "all things" - natters such as the head covering
 of sisters. (ef.7:1). The reconstructed question might be
stated as follows: -

Since some gisters, as well as brethren were
recipients of the Spirit-gifts, is it proper for
such to consider themselves exempt from the usual
sign of subordination to man, (the veiled head) when
in an ecclesial assenbly?

and keep the ordinances, as I delivered them to you - "Ordinances",
- Grk: "paradosis", "a giving over, handing down"_(Yg).
"Paradosis" is derived from the verb, "para didomai," translated
ndeliver" in this clause and in 11:23. "Ordinances" =
traditions", A.V.; R.S.V.; Nestle. There were three kinds of
traditions delivered: '

T The practices of the Apostles - e.g. as Paul did -
working for a living, (2 Thess.3:6—8§.

9. Doctrines - e.g. the tine and events preceding Christ's
return (2 Thess.2:15 cf. context, vs. 1-3).
3, TFactual information - e.g. (I Cor.11:23; 15:3-8).

The. Corinthians, however, lacked knowledge of the uniforﬁ
"custpm? of the ecclesins and the decisions of the apostles
that 2ll sisters ought to be veiled. He now coumences his-

argunent.
11:3 But I would have you know - "Know", Grk: "eido", "to see, have seen,
know" (Yg); '"understand", R.S.V. Similar introductions are

given to problen questions: e.g. "I would not have you
ignorant" (I Cor. 12:1; 10:1). : :

THE DIVINE HIERARCHY — GOD — CHRIST — MAN — WOMAN = Ve e

that the head of every nan is Christ - "Head" relates to authority.

and the head of the woman is the man - "Man", Grk: "aner", "a nan,
husband" (Yg). Hence, R.S.V. translates: "the head of a woman
is her husband.” The headship of the husband is taught else-
where in Scripture. "For the husband Z“aner"7 is the head of
the wife /Mgunaikos™, "wonan"7" (Eph.5:23). “Wives are
comnanded to be: in subiection in every thing, as the ecclesia
is to Christ (Eph.5:22). The husband is to bestow honour on
the wife as the "weaker vessel"-(I-Pet.B:T).- Paul is here
stating the subordination of woman to man as man is to Christ,
and Christ to God.

and. the head of Christ is God - This is a very effective passage to
show the distinction between the Father and Son regarding - :
authority, after Christ's resurrection. (There is no proof
that this passage alludes to Christ's "incarnation", as







